Confucianism is the oldest and most Important religion of
China. According to Y.C. Young, "All Chinese are basically
Confucianists." Strangely enough the word 'Confucianism'
is not a Chinese word; it is a word coined by the Catholic
Missionaries. The Chinese equivalent to Confucianism is
*Ju-chio' which literally means "followers of the teaching of
Confucius.

Historically Confucius flourished much before the rise of
Christ. His period is supposed to be from 551-479 B.C. He
exercised tremendous influence on the minds of the Chinese
people.

The cosmological principles of Confucianism are similar
to the principles preached by the Sankhya theory of Indian
Philosophy. According to the Confucianistic cosmology the
theory propounded to explain the birth of the world is the
Yin Yang theory. According to this theory there are two
principles or chief substances which are co-eternal and are
responsible for the birth of the universe. The first principle
has been called LI. It is the psychic principle and is